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Ukraine is now on the threshold of entering the European Union, which affects
all the life spheres and education in particular. The article deals with analyzing the
common European values in terms of their introduction to the teacher training system
in Ukraine. The authors draw attention to the issue of multilingualism which
enhances learning foreign languages, helps to protect Europe’s rich linguistic
diversity, and improves the competitiveness of the EU economy. As a result of the
theoretical analysis, the authors conclude that building up the EU common values and
incorporating them into the process of future foreign language teachers' training is a
lifelong process that demands daily and ongoing work as teachers should put much
effort into organizing the appropriate educational context and make a new generation
of children raised in Ukraine not only feel European but act according to European
values. The article also provides the results of the survey that, on the one hand, show
that future foreign language teachers are not aware enough of the European policy of
multilingualism as well as common European values. On the other hand, students
realize the necessity of integrating Ukraine into the European educational
environment and the importance of foreign language learning and teaching. The
obtained results emphasize the necessity of introducing the Module on “Strengthening
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the EU common values through the policy of multilingualism in the education and
training of future teachers” into the university's educational process.

Key words: the common European values, a policy of multilingualism, future
foreign language teachers, teacher training.

Cvo0200Hi Yxpaina cmoime na noposi 6cmyny do €Bponeiicvixozo Cotrosy. Llei
npoyec 6nauBae na Bci cpepu xumms, Bxkarouarouu ocbimy. Y nabBedeniin cmammi
npoanaaizoBano 3azasrvHoeBponeiceki yiHnocmi 3 mouku 30py ix BnpoBadikennsa 6
cucmemy nideomoBxu Buumenib Ykpainu. ABmopu cmammi maxox npuodirAromo
yBaey noaimuyi 6acamomoBrocmi, Axka nokpauwjye Bubuennsa iHo3eMHUX MO8,
donomaeae 3axucmumu 0Oaeame MmoBue posmaimma €EBponu ma nidBuuyye
KOHKYpeHmocnpomoxxuicms exonomiku €C. Y pesysvmami meopemuunozo anatizy
aBmopu Odoxodamv Bucnobxry, wo GopmyBanna cnirvHux yinnocmen €C ma
Bxarouenna ix y npoyec nioeomobxu mandbymmuix Buumenif inosemnoi mobu - ye
npouyec, w0 mpubae npomsazom ycvozo xummsa. Taxuit npoyec Bumazae w00ennoi ma
HanoaezauBoi pobomu, ockisvku Buumeni nobunni doxradamu YUMAaL0 3Ycuiv, oo
opeanizyBamu 6idnoBionuii ocBimmninn kKoumexcm i 3pobumu max, o0 HOBe
nokoAinnA dimeil, Aki 3pocmaroms 8 Ykpaini, ne auue 8iduyBaiu cedbe eBponeiiyamu,
a 1 noBoouau cebe BionoBiono 0o eBponeiicokux yinHocmeil. Y npaxmuunin uacmuni
cmammi maxox HaBodamvca pe3ysvmamu onumyBanna, Aki, 3 00HO20 0OOKY,
nokasytomse, wo Mmaubymui Buumeni iHO3eMHUX MOB Hedocmamuvo 00i3HAHI 3
noaimuxor 6azamomobBuocmi ma yinnocmamu €6poneiicvkoeo Coro3y, a 3 iHUI020
0oky, cmydenmu ycBioomatrorome HeoOXiOHicmb iHmeepayii  Ykpainu 0o
€Bponeiicvioeo ocBimuvoeo cepedoBuuia ma Baxcaubicme bubuenns 1 Bukiadanna
iHo3eMHux  M08. Ompumani  pesysvmamu  niokpeca0rwomo  HeoOXiOHicmb
BnpoBadikenns 8 nabuasevnui npoyec yniBepcumemy mMooyaa «3MiyHeHHA CHIALHUX
yinnocmen €Bponeiicvkoeo Coro3y uepes noarimuxy bazamomoBbuocmi y nabuanuni ma
nideomoByi mandoymnix Buumenif».

Katouo8i caoBa: cnisvni eBponeiicoki yinnocmi, noaimuxa dbazamomobuocmi,
manbymmni Buumeni inosemuux Mo, nideomobxa Buumeni.

Introduction. The acceptance of the Treaty of Lisbon in 2007 has become an
essential step in promoting and disseminating common European values in the
countries of the European Union. According to the treaty, values are moral and ethical
foundations of a European society where inclusiveness, tolerance, justice, solidarity,
and non-discrimination prevail. Such common values are an integral part of the
European way of life, so their dissemination and abidance contribute to Ukraine's
rapprochement with the EU standards, thus promoting conditions for our country to
become a member of the European Union.

The EU is strongly associated with a set of essential democratic values, and
becoming a member of the European Union means accepting, respecting, and
protecting the fundamental rights of people (Borca et al., 2020). The EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights protects such individual freedoms as respect for private life,
freedom of thought, religion, assembly, expression, and information. Democracy, as
one of the EU common values, guarantees the proper functioning of the EU, providing
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all the EU adult citizens with political rights such as the right to stand as a candidate
and to vote in elections to the European Parliament, the right to stand as a candidate
and to vote in their country of residence, or their country of origin. Equality should
exist in all areas of life: gender equality, political equality, and equal pay for equal
work. The rule of law means that everything the EU does is founded on treaties,
voluntarily and democratically agreed by its EU countries. Douglas-Scott (2011) also
believes that human rights presuppose that every EU citizen has to be free from
discrimination based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age, or
sexual orientation.

One of the leading European values, along with those listed above, is close
attention to language diversity which defines multilingualism as the necessity that
allows individuals to reveal the limits of their existence and improve their quality of
life (Ziegler, 2013). It should be mentioned that the Core Curriculum English Language
Teaching Methodology Bachelor’s Level, designed by a team of Ukrainian teachers
within the framework of the joint project “New Generation School Teacher”, covers
the issues dealing with the EU values in learning and teaching foreign languages (Bevz
et all., 2020).

Domilescu & Lungoci (2019) understand multilingualism as the ability of
individuals to use two or more languages in communication consistently. This ability
promotes international mobility and cooperation, facilitates educational and
professional integration, and unites citizens within the European community.
Multilingualism enhances the communication of people in their languages as well as
learning foreign languages, helps to protect Europe's rich linguistic diversity, and
improves the competitiveness of the EU economy. Multilingualism is an inseparable
part of every common EU value. The EU's Charter of Fundamental Rights supports
the rights of any citizen to use any of the 24 official languages to contact the EU
organizations, which are obliged to reply in the same language. It should be mentioned
that the EU's primary goal is to support and provide language diversity and national
identity, thus enabling every EU citizen to communicate in two languages other than
their mother tongue. In most cases, one of these languages is English.

The best way to achieve this would be to introduce children to foreign
languages early; thus, if Ukrainian language education sticks to the main principles of
the EU's multilingualism policy and strengthens the EU common values through the
education and training of future foreign language teachers. Furthermore, it will give
young people opportunities to hone their language skills by engaging in learning and
training abroad and supporting vocational and educational mobility.

Unfortunately, an average Ukrainian student very often receives a given
amount of out-of-date knowledge at school because the way of teaching in
contemporary Ukrainian schools does not motivate children to learn (Elkin et al,,
2016). Moreover, from our own experience, we can say that Ukrainian school leavers
leave school without a working knowledge of a second language and are unaware of
the EU common values. For this reason, to overcome existing difficulties, it is essential
to get the proper understanding of the EU common values to impact on professional
training of future foreign language teachers, which have a direct influence on the
improvement of language learning and teaching as a modern pedagogical priority.
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Literature review. The questions of professional training of future foreign
language teachers have been under discussion in the numerous works of both foreign
(Asderaki (2020), Borca (2020), Domilescu & Lungoci (2019), Ziegler (2013), Veugelers
(2017)) and Ukrainian scholars (Bevz (2020), Ikonnikova (2018), Kolisnichenko (2021),
Komar (2021), Kylyvnyk (2022), Zolotukhina et al. (2021)). Nevertheless, the issue of
introducing the EU common values into the educational system of Ukraine still
requires further investigation.

The fundamental values that determine the development of European
education are human dignity (is untouchable, respected, and protected by all society
members); freedom (every person is free from the influence of state power, religion,
and social groups); democracy (citizens” participation in social life, democratic policy,
and democratic society; equality (equal rights for all citizens before the law); tolerance
(tolerant personal relationships, tolerance for different social and cultural groups,
inclusive society); the rule of law (education is based on agreements voluntarily and
democratically agreed by the countries of the European Union); respect for human
rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities; national and
international orientation (Zolotukhina et al., 2021).

The Council Recommendation on Common values, Inclusive education, and the
European dimension of teaching encourage the EU Member States to 1) increase the
sharing of these shared values at all levels and types of education and training; 2)
promote a European dimension of teaching; 3) facilitate inclusive education; 4) support
teachers and teaching in order to strengthen the positive and inclusive common sense
of belonging to the EU, foster tolerant and democratic attitudes towards the unity and
diversity, social, cultural and historical heritage of the states belonging to the Union
(The Council of the European Union, 2018). Accordingly, the EU policy in the field of
common values dissemination can be summarized as follows: stimulating attention,
facilitating the exchange of best practices, collecting information by research, and
providing advice and support (Veugelers et al., 2017).

In order to achieve these goals, special attention must be paid to teachers’
training, as they are considered the main pillars of education and the critical actors in
promoting European values. Moreover, being the most crucial resource in the learning
process, teachers need constant professional development to bring fundamental
changes to the educational system of Ukraine (Komar, 2021).

In this perspective, Ziegler (2013) offers a conception of language teachers as
agents of change in the societies of the 21st century. The conception implies a
willingness to engage in professional development, to learn from the learners, develop
one's own identity as a language teacher, working towards plurilingual education and
the EU common values rather than merely facing diversity and multilingualism.
Language teacher education then allows professionals to construct knowledge in line
with local contexts, workplaces, and individual repertoires (Ziegler, 2013).

This vision aligns with Borca's (2020) view, which proves that it is not enough
for a language teacher to be informed about the EU and the major European current
issues. It is more critical to adhere to the common European values, illustrate them
daily in a teacher's work (human rights education activities, activities related to values
or focused on the development of critical thinking), and actively interact with all the
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participants of the learning process (students, their parents, community members). It
demonstrates the need for the authors of teachers” training programs to plan, make
changes, manage, incorporate examples, illustrate, bring arguments for the possibility
of such activities and give space for reflection/self-reflection on teaching practice
(Borca, 2020).

For this purpose, Domilescu & Lungoci (2019) suggest expanding the current
curriculum from a curriculum for each language taken in isolation to a curriculum for
several languages introducing general language education, which helps learners
establish metacognitive control over their competencies and strategies. This way,
learners could be encouraged to become more open to other people's cultures and
languages.

Statement of the problem. In their research, foreign scholars prove the lack of
educational courses on the European Union and its shared values within the school
and University curricula (Asderaki, 2020). The same data is also given by Ukrainian
researchers (Bevz (2020), Ikonnikova (2018), Kolisnichenko (2021), Komar et al. (2021),
Kylyvnyk et al. (2022), and Zolotukhina et al. (2021). It has become clear that a vital
dimension of education for democracy and human rights demands urgent changes in
the professional training of future foreign language teachers. According to the analysis
of the scientific sources, we conclude that a specific necessity exists to conduct a study
on students' (future language teachers’) perceptions of European values.

Thus, the aim of this paper is to explore and report on Bachelor students' (future
foreign language teachers') knowledge, assessment, and attitudes to the EU common
values, to investigate their teaching needs dealing with a shared understanding of the
EU values significance for inclusive societies and values’ dissemination through
interactive and innovative pedagogical methods.

Methods. The scientific paper consists of two parts. The first part (theoretical)
deals with a review of the official documents (the Charter of Fundamental Rights of
the European Union (2000), the Treaty of Lisbon (2007), the Council of the European
Union (2018)) elaborated by the European Commission, specialized articles and papers
addressing the issue of common values in the European context. In the second part
(practical), we represent the analysis of the online questionnaire aimed to identify
students' (future foreign language teachers’) perceptions of the EU common values,
the extent to which students are acquainted with these values, and how they think
these values could be promoted by them, as future language teachers. In addition, we
have conducted small-scale research among Bogdan Khmelnystky Melitopol State
Pedagogical University students to identify their attitude toward integrating
Ukrainian education into the European educational environment. The available
number of participants was 242.

Results and Discussion. Due to the results obtained, 34,7 % of students consider
integrating Ukrainian education into the European educational environment a positive
process. In comparison, 46,7% of the respondents believe it is a more positive than
negative process. The students were also asked to list the common European values
they are aware of. Such common values as tolerance (71,9%), equality (69%), human
rights (69%), freedom (67,4%), human dignity (66,1%), justice (59,1%), absence of
discrimination (54,5%), freedom of movement (47,1%) were mentioned by the future
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teachers. Only 33,1% and 21,5% of students know such values as individual freedom
and the rule of law, respectively. This percentage distribution can be explained by the
fact that nearly all the syllabuses of subjects taught in the University include topics
that more or less (but not enough) deal with the European education system, based on
the common European values. Future teachers were also offered to respond to the
question, "How do the common European values influence your personal
development and the development of Ukraine in general?" Thus, 57,9% of future
teachers think that the common European values positively impact broader
possibilities for education and employment and contribute to the integration of
Ukraine into the European environment. Some respondents (40,1%) believe this
impact is neutral. Thus, the figures are nearly the same. Half of the students are not
acquainted enough with common European values and the advantages Ukraine might
take from European integration.

The question “What does the term “policy of multilingualism” mean?” was
answered the following way. 52,1% of the respondents believe multilingualism means
protecting and preserving the diversity of languages in the EU countries and
promoting language learning. On the other hand, 20,7% of students think it is a set of
events (political, legal, administrative) aimed at regulating language issues in Ukraine.

Unfortunately, future foreign language teachers are not aware of the EU
common values and multilingualism policy. For this reason, with the view to the
policy of multilingualism and in order to go in line with the EU values, which sets the
improvement of language learning and teaching as a priority, Bogdan Khmelnitsky
Melitopol State Pedagogical University (Ukraine) is going to introduce the course
"Strengthening the EU common values through the policy of multilingualism in the
education and training of future teachers". The Module is annually targeted at
Bachelor students (in their 4th year of studies), whose sphere of interest deals with
teaching foreign languages to pre-schoolers and primary school children. The primary
school teachers of foreign languages are those people who can lay the foundation for
the EU common values among the youngest representations of European society. The
module aims to strengthen the EU common values through the European policy of
multilingualism while training future teachers. It will enhance the educational process
of Ukraine as well as make it go in line with European common values and language
standards. Such educational policy will provide the foundation for learning and
teaching foreign languages early and promote spreading the EU common values.

Conclusion. The results of the theoretical analysis of scientific literature proved
that most scholars consider education one of the central elements of promoting EU
democratic values. Additionally, it should be noted that building up the EU common
values is a life-long process that demands daily and ongoing work. Therefore, teachers
should put much effort into organizing the appropriate educational context and make
a new generation of children raised in Ukraine feel European and act according to
European values. According to the survey results, we can also conclude that, on the
one hand, future foreign language teachers are not aware of the European policy of
multilingualism and common European values.

On the other hand, students realize the necessity of integrating Ukraine into the
European educational environment and the importance of foreign language learning
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and teaching. Our theoretical research and survey results show that some amendments
should be introduced into future foreign language teachers' training in reorganizing
the syllabuses of the subjects taught. We believe that obtained results emphasize the
necessity of the introduction of the Module on “Strengthening the EU common values
through the policy of multilingualism in the education and training of future teachers”
into the curriculum as future foreign language teachers need unique competencies to
foster identification of schoolchildren with Europe and European values. Different
perspectives of the research include the design of the Module syllabus, the University
teacher's toolkit, and the student's manual, piloting this Module with Bachelor
students (future foreign language teachers) of Bogdan Khmelnitsky Melitopol State
Pedagogical University.
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